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On the journey  . . . 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gross OCC 
 

When the Cottage Meetings began, I promised a 
summary report here in The Trumpet. Well, the time 
has finally come for that report. What follows is a brief 
summary of the most common answers to each of the 
questions we discussed. If you were not part of one of 
the Cottage Meetings, I invite you to read the questions, 
in bold, and then pause before reading on to consider 
your own answer to the question. 
 

Reflect on your entire time at E & R 
Church. Tell me about a time when 
you felt most alive, most motivated 
and excited about your involvement.  
People shared stories about coming to the 
church from diverse religious traditions 
and life experiences and the welcoming 
acceptance they received when they 
arrived.  There were countless stories 
that included aspects of worship. Most of those answers 
included involvement in some aspect of music, especially 
singing in a choir or being part of a praise band and those 
who appreciated their music. There were also stories of 
baptisms, weddings and funerals. Overall, the most 
common response to this question had something to do 
with Sunday school, Bible study, confirmation class, youth 
group or a mission trip, whether as a child, youth or adult.  
 

What are the most important things our church has 
contributed to your life?  
Here people spoke about the sense of community at the 
church, that we were more like an extended family. They 
also shared about the opportunities they had to offer 
their talents and abilities to engage in service or mission. 
I heard about experiences of teaching Sunday school, 
singing in a choir or performing in a praise band. I also 
heard about caring for homebound members or friends 
and opportunities like Loaves and Fishes.  
 

What are the most valuable ways you contribute to 
our church?  
Many of these answers were mirror answers to the 
previous question. I heard from teachers, musicians, as 
well as those who volunteer at the Food Pantry, Loaves 
and Fishes, and caregivers. I also heard from cooks and 
bakers, those who enjoy committee work and those 
who make others feel welcome.  I also heard from those 
who enjoy giving financially to the church, those who 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÌÉËÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
Christmas, along with those who can do little more than 
take a seat at worship on Sunday. 

When have you known the most significant 
spiritual gro wth for yourself and/or for the church?  
At one point or another, there would be mention of 
Dec. 4, 2005, the fire. It was most often mentioned 
here, as a time that helped the membership to look 
past their individual wants to work with others for 
the common good. We also spoke about Christian 
Education participation as well as times of personal 
health crisis and the care provided by the 
congregation. 

 
What are the essential, 
central characteristics or 
ways of life that make our 
churc h unique? 
I was told that visitors 
comment that they felt 
welcome, that E & R is a 
place where there is 
deliberate inclusion of and 
accommodation for children 

with special needs. We are a church with a history 
and a new building with opportunities for future 
ministry.  
 
Make three wishes for the future of the church. 
Describe what the church would look like as these 
wishes come true.   
Every group spoke about a desire for more youth 
and young adults. I heard a desire for greater 
diversity, that is ethnic diversity and music 
diversity (want to hear choir more, more of Ali & 
Tony). People would like to have Sunday worship 
recorded (CD and/or DVD) and possibly live 
streamed on the web. There was also a desire to see 
a rotation of people in leadership. 
 
When I asked this question to a group that was 
comprised totally of youth, they had these to add: 
More accepting of new ideas ɀ more open to change, 
more opportunities for people to come to the 
second floor and see all that goes on there, to 
decorate the main level with more joyful colors, 
different worship start times, additional worship 
opportunities, perhaps Saturday night, to get people 
more involved and more current music. 
 
Well, there you have it. I hope that the conversation 
will continue as we work together ÔÏ ȰÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
spiritual growth of a community of devoted 
ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ 
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February  Notes  
from the Sunday school  set  
Mary Ann Proffitt, Christian Ed Director 

 
'ÏÄȭÓ 'ÒÅÁÔ 
Production: Behind 
the Scenes with the 
Bible  is going strong 
again! The kids have 
started a unit on the 
Lord's Prayer and are 
learning that the 
Lord's Prayer is a 

model prayer taught by Jesus to his disciples, how 
to locate the story their Bible, explain what prayer 
is and why it is important, and will be able to say 
the Lord's prayer.  
They are learning this 
through cooking - 
making Prayer biscuits 
and learning different 
types of prayer, 
playing a computer 
game called the Galilee 
Flyer to learn the parts of the Lord's prayer, art - 
making an embossed prayer hands and learning the 
parts of prayer, and games playing a True/False 
game to understand the vocabulary of the Lord's 
prayer.  They are having a lot of fun learning!  At the 
end of February, the kids will begin a 4- week unit 
on the Last Supper.   
 

            We have started a new 
national mission as 
well, supporting the 
organization of 
Feeding America. For 
every $1 that the kids 

bring in they get to add plates, silverware and cups 
to a placemat that is hung on the wall.  At Feeding 
America, 98% of all donations raised go directly 
into programs and services for people in need. 
 
The Preschool/Kindergarten kids are learning about 
Jesus and the 
Children, Jesus and 
Matthew, and Jesus 
and Zacchaeus.  
They will also learn 
that God wants us 
to love one another.  
They will be making 
"I love you cards", a giveaway snack, show and 
share Bible words book, and water painting.   

Friday, January 29 th Ɇ υȡσπÐÍ - Family Movie Night - 
Watching the Disney movie "Tomorrowland" - Pizza will 
be provided and bring a dish to pass such as fruit, veggies, 
dessert, soda etc. Sign up at the welcome table.   
 

Sunday, February 7 th  Family & Youth Coffee hour   
 

Saturday, February 13 th, Saturday Sitters 4-9pm Need 
a break or a night out, the youth group will be doing FREE 
baby sitting at church including pizza, snacks, crafts, games, 
and movies. Pick up a flier on the welcome table to register. 
Tell your friends as well!   
 

Sunday, February 14 th  ɀ Sunday School Game day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study   
 
Join us Thursdays at 
1:30pm  or 7pm . We are 
working on a series 
titled, Ȱ!Î /ÄÄ #ÏÕÐÌÅȟ 
Jonah and Ruth: 
Lessons for our 
&ÒÁÃÔÕÒÅÄ 7ÏÒÌÄȢȱ 

7ÅȭÌÌ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÆÏÕÒ ×ÅÅËÓ ×ÉÔÈ *ÏÎÁÈ ɉÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ςȾτɊȟ ÔÁËÅ Á 
week off and then begin five weeks with Ruth (starting 
ςȾρψɊȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÁÔ ÂÏth sessions. 
Here is a brief summary of the focus for each book. 
 

Jonah - uses the character of an outrageous excuse of a 
prophet to show the leaders and people of Judah just 
how foolish they looked with their insistence on 
isolationism and the exclusion of "the other." It asks the 
question, "If God loves the outsider, shouldn't we?" 
 

RUTH - is an idealized story of what life would look like 
if God's people treated each other with His loving-
kindnessɂinsiders and outsiders alike. A key 
understanding in Ruth is that God uses these acts of the 
loving-kindness of people to demonstrate that which 
God gives to all, whether they realize it or not.    
 

Come study and grow with us. 

Child Care   
 

Childcare is available during the 
church service for all children  
ages 3 & under in the room 
across from  the Elevator.  
 

All adult helpers have had a 
background check & are assisted 
by another adult or a High School student. 
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Youth Group  News 
Mary Ann Proffitt 

 

Lock-in  

 
Friday,  
February 5 th  at 
6:00pm until  
Saturday, 
February 6 th  at 
2:00pm.  

 
Youth will be playing Minute to Win It games, going 
bowling, playing other games, and watching 
movies.  We will also practice our February 7 th  
service and Saturday morning/afternoon we will be 
baking items to raise money for the youth group 
mission work and retreats that will be sold on 
Sunday, February 7 th .    
 
Saturday Sitters  

 
Saturday, 
February 13 th , 
4:00 ɀ 9:00pm.    
 
Babysitting while 
parents have a 
night out.  Youth will babysit kids for FREE and will 
keep them entertained with games, crafts and 
movies!  Dinner of pizza, soda, fruit, and ice 
cream/cookies will be provided.  Everyone can 
wear their jammies too!  Pick up a flier at the sign 
up table to sign up online.  Forward the link to your 
friends so they can have a night out as well!  
 
Next Youth group meeting  

 
Sunday, February 21 st at 10:30am  
7Åȭll be discussing the 
upcoming Youth Retreat 
and other Spring Events.  
All kids going into 
confirmation/7th grade 
through high school are 
a part of youth group so 
please come to the 
meeting!!Bring a friend to the meetings or any of 
the events listed!! 
 

 

 

 

Faith Formation Youth Retreat at Pilgrim Camp  

 

Friday, March 4 th  - 
Sunday, March 6th .  
Youth in grades 7th 
grade through high 
school are encouraged 
to attend this weekend 
retreat.   Youth will 
have an opportunity to 

build a church from the bottom up. They will call a 
pastor, organize several committees, plan worship, 
and get an overview of church life: What it is - How 
it works - How we get things done. As usual there 
will be time for  worship, recreation, and yes, 
outstanding music!  Talk to Mary Ann Proffitt  for 
registration information.  Our church will help with 
the cost so don't miss out on this great 
opportunity!!  
 
Spaghetti Dinner  
 

Sunday, March 13 th , 4:00 - 7:00pm.  Please sign 
up at the 
welcome table 
to help with the 
spaghetti 
dinner.  This 
event can count 
for confirmation volunteer hours and the money 
raised during this event goes toward the youth 
group for retreats and mission work/trips so it is 
very important that as many youth as possible help 
with this event.  Thank you! 
 
Faith Easter Egg Hunt 

 
Easter Sunday, March 27 
after church. The youth 
group is sponsoring the 2nd 
Faith Easter Egg Hunt. The 
egg is the Easter symbol for 
new life and to celebrate the 
resurrection the youth will be 

hiding plastic eggs with the Christian symbols on 
them filled with candy for all kids, preschool 
through 6th grade to find. The Faith Easter Egg Hunt 
will take place upstairs following the 9:00am Easter 
morning service. Please sign up at the welcome 
table so we have a general idea of how many kids to 
plan for. 
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7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ Fellowship  
Sue Manzke, President 

 

 
 

'ÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȦȦȦ 
 
It is with heavy heart that 
4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 
finds in necessary to cancel 
our Annual Pie Sale at the 
Expo Center in Waukesha 
that will be held in 
February.  Due to current 
laws and regulations we 
MUST do all the baking of 
the pies that are for sale to 
the public in our 

Commercial Kitchen at church.  Therefore, we are not 
allowed to sell any of the pies made in your homes at 
the Expo Center.  This is something that makes us 
very unhappy!  We would like to thank all of you who 
have dedicated your time and talents in the past.  We 
really have had a great response . . . but . . .  we must 
play by the rules. 

   
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
Fellowship 
is joining 
with the 
Community 
Outreach 
committee 
in doing a sock and underwear drive.   Hope 
Center is in desperate need of these items . . . in all 
sizes . . . especially things for the larger man.  So 
anything you can do will be greatly appreciated.  
These things are somewhat rationed out . . . ÓÏ ÌÅÔȭÓ 
make it a little easier on them.  We will have two big 
barrels for you to fill  . . . and we mean FILL!!! 

 
BREAKING NEWS 
 . . . we are 
sponsoring a 
church wide . . . 
everyone included 
. . . come one come 
all . . . SPRING 

FLING POT LUCK on Saturday. April 23 rd . There 
will be games for the little ones and you just never 
know what else will be happening!!   The starting 
time is 5pm .  Stay tuned for more info!! 
 
 
 

0ÁÓÔÏÒ 'ÒÏÓÓȭ Installation 
Ceremony  is Sunday 
February 14 th  at 3 pm.  
4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 
will be hosting that event.  
If you would like to be a 
part of the set-up etc., 
ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ËÎÏ×Ȣ  ,ÅÔȭÓ 
welcome him in fine style . . . be sure to be there!!! 

 
7ÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ 
next meeting on February 1st at 
6:30pm??  We always have a great 
dessert!! 
 

 

Coffee Hour Serving Schedule 
 

 

F
e

b
ru

a
ry

 

2/7/16  
Youth/Sunday 

School 

2/14/16  Elder's  

2/21/16  Christian Ed  

2/28/16  Trustee's  

M
a

rc
h

 

3/6/16  Team 3 

3/13/16  Interiors  

3/20/16  
Woman's 

Fellowship  

3/27/16  
No Coffee Hour - 

Easter 

A
p

ri
l
 

4/3/16  Choir  

4/10/16  
Gathering 
Grounds 

4/17/16  Team 1 

4/24/16  Deacon's 
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Family Fun Time Events  
Greg and Mary Ann Proffitt 

 

Special Olympics Polar Plunge  

 
Sunday, February 14 th  - Consider 

joining our church team of the 
"Uncommon Cold"  to raise money 
for Special Olympics.  If you are not 
ready to take a chilly dip, consider 

donating to this great cause.  Please 
contact Greg or Mary Ann Proffitt or 
Tracy Tran  for information on taking 
the plunge or how to donate.  Thank 
you for your consideration. 

 

Book Club  
 

Tuesday, March 1st at 6:30pm  
 

We will be discussing the 
book "The Night Circus" by 
Erin Morgenstern.  "The circus 
arrives without warning. No 
announcements precede it. 
It is simply there, when yesterday it was not. Within 
the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an 
utterly unique experience full of breathtaking 
amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is 
only open at night. But behind the scenes, a fierce 
competition is underway: a duel between two young 
magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been trained 
since childhood expressly for this purpose by their 
mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them both, 
this is a game in which only one can be left standing. 
Despite the high stakes, Celia and Marco soon 
tumble headfirst into love, setting off a domino 
effect of dangerous consequences, and leaving the 
lives of everyone, from the performers to the 
patrons, hanging in the balance." Come and enjoy an 
evening of discussion, dessert and a lot of fun!  All 
are welcome and please invite a friend! 
 
Crafter's Corner  
 

Saturday, March 12 th , 9:00 am to 8:30 pm 
 

Come and craft the afternoon 
away! Bring your favorite crafts 
and join in an afternoon of 
fellowship and fun! We will be 
having breakfast for lunch so 
sign up to bring a dish to pass 
such as muffins, fruit, egg dish, 
juice/milk, or snacks etc. Invite 

a friend or two and come for lunch or stay for the 
whole day! All are welcome! 

Community Game Day 

 
Sunday, March 20 th  
from12 until 4pm at 
church!  Join in a potluck 
luncheon and bring any of 
your favorite games to 
play!  We will eat first and 
then play games until 
4:00pm.  This is a great 
time for some family fun 
and/or consider inviting a 

friend!  Everyone is welcome!!! Sign up at the 
welcome table in the gathering area!  Hope to see 
you all there! 

 

 
Circle of Friends Quilt Group  
Heidi Pagel 
 

All are welcome to join us for some 
quilting time together. Contact 
Heidi Pagel  at 262-894-9007 or 
pagel.heidi@gmail.com  for 
details about meeting dates/times! 

 
Senior Breakfast  
Rosemary Riemer 

 
All retirees are welcome to join 
us and bring a friend to the 
Sunset Family Restaurant on 
the 2nd Monday of every month. 
Our next meeting is Monday, 
February 8 th  at 8:30am!  

 
Beyond Sunday . . . 
Brigette Unger, Church Office 

 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 
something with the 
congregation, please 
email or leave a note in 
the church office by 
Tuesday  each week and 
it will be included in the 
Beyond Sunday weekly 
email later that week.  
 

 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÏÒ email, printed 
copies are available at the hospitality table for 
your convenience. 

 

mailto:pagel.heidi@gmail.com
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Serving Schedule 
Brigette Unger, Church Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Prayer Circle  
 

To make use of the prayer circle . . . when someone you 
know is in need of prayer, call anyone in the Prayer Circle. 
You can share as 
much or as little 
information as 
you wish. It will 
then be relayed 
one call at a time 
to all members & 
a circle of prayer 
will begin.  
 

Please consider 
joining the prayer 
circle. It only involves making one phone call & praying for 
specific people in their time of need. Please let Julie 
Bessler or the church office  ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎȢ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Relations Committee   
 

Please feel free to contact 
any of the committee 
members listed below 
with concerns or praise 
of the new Pastor. 

 

Sandy Anderson-Payne - ssspayne@sbcglobal.net 
262-547-2821 h / 262-352-7874 c 

Pat Kruse- - krusepatricia@yahoo.com 
262-547-0629 h / 262-527-4027c 

Sue Manzke - manzkes@gmail.com 
262-510-9215 c 

Rich Radmer - rradmer2@wi.rr.com 
262-364-7233 c 

Brian Van Buren  - packfan6604@yahoo.com 
262-527-1403 c 

Jenn Wray- jwray419@gmail.com 
920-946-4379 c 

Thank you for your faithful commitment to one or more of our serving teams. 
7Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȢ "ÅÌÏ× ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÓÅÒÖÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ February 
and March . If you find that a change is necessary, please remember that it is 
YOUR responsibility to find  a replacement and to let the office know no later 
than early Thursday morning so the correct information is noted in the bulletin 
and the proper name tags are set out. 

 

If you need to call in due to sickness or something unexpected, please contact the 
Deacon or someone on the serving team you are scheduled for . . . messages left 
in the office after Noon on Friday, may not be received until Monday morning.  

mailto:ssspayne@sbcglobal.net
mailto:krusepatricia@yahoo.com
mailto:manzkes@gmail.com
mailto:rradmer2@wi.rr.com
mailto:packfan6604@yahoo.com
mailto:jwray419@gmail.com
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AM Choir 
Rueck Ruecktenwald 
 

The choir will next sing Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔ 
Is Made the Sure &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȱ 
on February 14 th .  Come join 
ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ 
through music.  The final prelude piece will be this 
piece so singers may hear it before we sing. 
 

Many Thanks  
 

We received a thank you letter from the 
Hebron House of Hospitality  

 

Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
over the past year! It is because of 
donors like you that we are able to 
provide shelter and services to help 

individuals and families overcome their 
homelessness. Your donation allowed us 
to serve about 600 people in 2015. 400 
people utilized our Emergency Shelter, 

40% of whom were children. These 
numbers are one of the reasons we 

continue to do the work we do and why we 
are so thankful for donors like you. 

 

From our entire staff, but even more importantly, 
from all of our clients, Thank You! Thank you for 

providing home, help and hope to those in need. We 
look forward to your continued support and the 

ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÉÎ φτυϊȢȱ 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Kris Androsky, 
Executive Director 

 
 

We received a thank you card from 
Alex Tran  

 

Scholarship Committee 
Ȱ) ÁÍ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÅÃË ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á×ÁÒÄÅÄ 

to me. The payment that has been offered to me will 
greatly help me out. I plan to put the majority of this 
ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȢȱ 

 

Thank you,  
Alex 

We received a thank you card from 
Emily  Tran  

 

Dear Church Scholarship Committee, 
Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ÍÏÎÅÙȢ ) 

greatly appreciated the help I have received. In this 
upcoming year, I will be transferring to UW-Green 

Bay in pursuit of a psychology/human development 
degree. Further in the future, I will be then 

transferring to UW--ÁÄÉÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÍÙ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÆÉÅÌÄȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐȢȱ 

 

Sincerely, 
Emily 

 

 

We received a thank you letter from the 
Food Pantry of Waukesha County  

 

Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &//$ 0ÁÎÔÙ ÏÆ 
Waukesha County. Your support helps to ensure that we have 

a variety of foods needed to serve more than 5,000 people 
each month. Approximately 40% of the people we serve are 
children and access to nourishing food guarantees that they 
have the nutritional building blocks necessary for a healthy 

childhood and academic achievement. 
 

In addition to helping children and 
families, we serve people of all ages 
who have shared how the assistance 

from the Pantry has positively 
impacted their lives. Recently a client 
in her eighties sent a letter to us and 
ÓÔÁÔÅÄ Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 

health. I am healthier and have more 
energy since I have been eatÉÎÇ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ɉÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎȦɊȱ 

 

For 37 years, the Food Pantry of Waukesha County has 
proudly helped our neighbors in need by providing free food 

and other groceries through our on-site pantry, home 
delivery for older adults and people with disabilities, and 

our weekend food backpack program for students most at 
risk for food insecurity. We have also added more fresh 

produce through our own gardening program. In addition, 
our Food Recovery Program gleans high-quality edible food 
that can no longer be sold. That food adds to the variety of 

food donated to the Panty and is also shared, free-of-
charge, with our Waukesha County non-profit agencies. 

 

Your generous gift is truly appreciated as we rely on a 
generous community to help us to reach our goal to end 

hunger in Waukesha County. We believe that local 
solutions can positively impact local challenges. 

 

Thank you for being our partners as we . . . 
Ȱ%ÎÄ ÈÕÎÇÅÒȢ 3ÔÁÒÔ ÈÅÒÅȢȱȱ 

 

Sincerely, 
Judy Cesarec, Associate Director 

   March  Trumpet Articles  

           are due on or before  

Monday, February 15 th !  
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Council Meeting ɀ Dec 14, 2015  
Recorded by Ron Knutson Jr 
 

Present:    Ron Knutson, Julie Bessler, Erik Olson, Sue Kuhtz, 
Brian Van Buren, Dennis Hink, Kris DeKarske, Sue Manzke, 
Gary Giese, Diane Backler, Bonnie Dowling, Pastor Bob 
Gross, Chris Wray, Gordon Heilert, Mary Ann Proffitt, Joe 
Perez 
Guest: Karen Olson  Absent:   
Excused:  Arlen Meidenbauer, Sandy Anderson-Payne , 
Callie Knoll, Jamie Knoll 
Meeting called to order at 7  pm. ɀ Prayer by Gary Giese.  
Christian Education:  Kids enjoyed pajama day and 
ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÉÅ Ȱ.Ï 
/ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄȱȢ +ÉÄÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÁÄÖÅÎÔ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÃË 
the time until Jesus is born. I have been working on writing 
the Christmas program and the kids have been practicing 
their songs.  Working on a special song for the end of the 
program with Tony and Aly Inzeo and adding the youth 
group.  Christmas program theme is a message of hope this 
year.  Continuing with mission of raising money for the 
Ronald McDonald House. Will start nation mission in the 
new year.  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ɀ Sunday, December 27 
and Sunday, January 3. Sunday school resumes Sunday, 
January 10 with a 4-×ÅÅË ÒÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ  
Preschool/Kindergarteners will learn about Jesus as a boy 
ÁÎÄ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÍÐÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȢ 
Confirmation - Kids are using their prayer boxes they 
made to pray for each other. Finished lessons on the Ten 
Commandments and what they mean, the importance in 
ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× *ÅÓÕÓ ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  
Also finished lesson on God (if that is even possible). 
Discussed how the Bible discusses what God is like, 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ×ÈÙ ÄÏÅÓ 'ÏÄ ÁÌÌÏ× 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÆÆÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÒÏduced the Trinity. Up-coming 
lessons for December and January that I am currently 
planning for are Jesus, the Holy Spirit and a lesson on World 
Religions.  The confirmation students will be taking 1 or 2 
field trips in January and February to different churches.  
Possibilities include a Mosque, Jewish temple, and a Baptist 
church. I am working to set these up now.  Students are 
doing well in their progress with all requirements. I will be 
sending an update to the students of what they are needing 
yet in January so they know what they have left to finish. 
Also I will be discussing the Statement of Faith throughout 
the next coming months as the kids will be writing their 
own statement of what they believe with portions to be 
read during their confirmation service. After discussion 
with Pastor Bob, the date for confirmation service has been 
moved to Sunday, May15th as this is also the Feast of 
Pentecost and a day for celebrating and lifting up the Holy 
Spirit.   
Youth Report:  Pizza with the Pastor was well attended 
with 14 youth who discussed the questions in groups and 
then gave their answers. Enjoyed painting pottery at Touch  

 
 
 

of Glaze in November.  Had 32 people with friends, family 
and siblings. Planned Saturday Sitters for early December 
so parents can do Christmas shopping etc. Will provide 
pizza, games, crafts and movie for free. Youth are 
encouraged to come to the Community Christmas to make 
mason jar gifts to be sold after church on Dec. 13 with all 
proceeds going to the Giving Tree. Youth are helping with 
Christmas program practice and last song. Encouraged to go 
Christmas caroling on December 20th.  Looking to have a 
meeting in January to discuss options and fundraising for 
any who would like to go to the National Conference in 
Florida.  Will also be discussing other mission trip options. 
Youth will be doing a service again February 7 before Lent 
begins and then the 7:00am Easter service. 
Trailblazers - The next Trailblazers class meets January 
17th.  The lesson will be on Commitment and is designed to 
help the students reinforce their faith commitment and 
encourage them to remain true to God even in the midst of 
serious challenges. I will be sending out a survey in January 
to students and parents regarding their thoughts on the 
ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ȰÌÉËÅȾÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 
with Shelby Perez (teaches the class) regarding her 
thoughts as well. 
Minutes of November meeting:  Diane Backler moved and 
Brian Van Buren seconded. 
4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔȡ Ron Knutson moved Gary Giese 
seconded.  
&ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȡ  
0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȡ Since we last met:I have conducted 7 
additional Cottage Meetings. In all there have been 8 
Cottage Meetings with a total of 76 participants. There is 
one more meeting scheduled for 7 pm, January 7 at the 
home of Erik and Karen Olson. I will include my summary of 
these meetings with my report to the Council next month. 
On Sunday, November 15, I baptized  both Nora Lee 
Pierson-Roy, (daughter of Jessy Ray Roy and Allison 
Lorraine Pierson, and Marley Rae Bacon, daughter of Bailey 
Rae Bacon. I participated, with Vitality, in a Prayer Walk  
around our immediate community and provided hospitality 
at the Christmas ParadeȢ ) ÁÌÓÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ 
Call with our Vitality Coach  ɀ Paul Nickerson. During that 
ÃÁÌÌ ×Å ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ #ÁÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ 4ÅÁÍ #ÁÌÌÓȢ 
Future Team Calls are scheduled as follows: Dec. 15, Feb 
9 and April 12 . These are open to members of the Vitality 
Team and anyone who would like to join us. In the spirit of 
vitality, I took one of our weekly staff meetings  out of the 
ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 0ÁÒËȢ /ÕÒ Bible study  on the book of 
Job concluded on November 17. In January we will study 
the book of Jonah, and in February we will explore the 
book of Ruth. While days and times are yet to be 
confirmed, there will again be an opportunity 
to participate in the study in the afternoon or 

Please note: All church members are invited to attend Council meetings. 




