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On the journey  . . . 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gross OCC 
 
 

 

I am so happy to finally 
have my family under 
one roof at our new 
home in Waukesha. 
One of the blessings 
with this house is the 
wonderful garden on 
the property. There are 
all sorts of flowers: two 
different lilacs, 

lavender along the entry walk, daffodils, roses, hydrangeas 
and potted geraniums along with two majestic crimson 
maple trees. We have at least four species of lilies, one that 
)ȭÍ ÔÏÌÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÒÏ× ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÆÅÅÔ ÔÁÌÌȦ 4ÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÌÉÆÅ 
is complimented by the wildlife. There are chipmunks, 
squirrels, rabbits and a variety of birds. Each of these are 
rÅÍÉÎÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄȢ 
 

!ÎÄ ÙÅÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÓÅȢ !ÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÎÅÅÄ 
ÔÅÎÄÉÎÇȢ )Æ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÎ Á ÐÒÁÉÒÉÅȟ ÔÈÅ 
lawn needs to be mowed and the beds need to be 
weeded. Mary tells me she uprooted 80 thistles the first 
ÄÁÙ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÕÔ ×ÅÅÄÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ σπ ÓÉÎÃÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ 
Á ÆÏÒÓÙÔÈÉÁ ÂÕÓÈ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔÌÙ ÏÖÅÒÇÒÏ×ÎȢ )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ 
ÉÔȭÓ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÌÉÅÓȢ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
pruning it.  No complaint. Gardens need to be tended. 
4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÔÁÓË God gave us to do, Genesis 1:28, 2:15. 
 

The society around us is much like our gardens. There 
is a variety of people: White, Black, Hispanic, Asian, 
Native-American, taller or shorter, brown, blue, green 
or hazel eyed, gay, straight, bisexual, and 
transgendered.  Each with their own life experiences; 
each differently abled. Each with their own social, 
economic, political and theological perspectives. Each a 
unique creation. Each a child of God.  All of us are 
ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÂÌÅssed. 
 

!ÎÄ ÙÅÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÓÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÅÎÓÅÌÅÓÓ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ 
which occurred during the early morning hours of June 12th 
at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando, where 49 were 
slaughtered and 53 others injured simply for being gay, is 
just the latest incident. In the week that followed we 
remembered the Charleston 9 who were killed a year ago 
during a bible study at their church, simply for being black.  
 

7ÅȭÖÅ ÄÒÁÐÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÕÌÔÉ-
colored cloth in remembrance of the Orlando 49 and all 
those who have been killed, or in some way negated, 
ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÈÏ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅȢ 7ÅȭÖÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÏÕÒ 
thoughts, hopes, hugs and prayers for all those affected 
by senseless acts of violence. What now? Is there 
something more we can do? 
 

Napoleon Bonaparte oÎÃÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÓ Á ÌÏÔȢ 
Not because the violence of bad people. But because of 
ÔÈÅ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ )ÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÁË ÕÐȢ )ÔȭÓ 
time to begin a conversation about what it means to be 
open to and affirming of persons regardless of race, 
class, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity. 
Why? Because Sunday morning is still the most 
segregated time of the week. Because children are being 
bullied in playgrounds. Because teens are being kicked 
out of their homes and others are committing suicide. 
And, yes, because people are being killed simply for 
being gay. Our silence makes us complicit in these acts. 
 

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȟ ÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔÌÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÃÅÎÄÅÄ 
social barriers teaching us to live with and love one 
another. As followers of Christ, our job is to see Christ in 
ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÎÅÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅȟȱ ÔÏ 
ÂÕÉÌÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎity on earth as it is in 
ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢ !Ó Á ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ȰÔÏ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
spiritual growth 
of a community 
of devoted 
followers of 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ !ÒÅ ÙÏÕ 
willing to grow 
toward fuller 
inclusion of all 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȩ 
!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÐÅÎ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ȰÏÔÈÅÒȩȱ  
 

4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÔÁÓË *ÅÓÕÓ ÇÁÖÅ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÄÏȟ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ςψȡρω-20, Mark 
12:30-31, Luke 10:27, John 13:33-35, Acts 1:8, so that one 
ÄÁÙ ×Å ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÁ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÍÕÌÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ 
one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languagÅÓȱ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢ 
(Revelation 7: 9-12) 
 

Will you join the conversation? 
 

Now, to trim that forsythia & make room for resurrection . . . 
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Labels are for cans, not for People  
Ralph Schultz, Minister of Visitation 

 
Recently I saw a brief video which showed a small 
group of strangers sitti ng around a table in a room, 
so dark, they couldn't  see each other. Only from 
their  in-depth conversation did they form opinions 
about the others.  One described himself as an 
extreme athlete; another was a heavy metal artist; 
one read books about psychology; another loved to 
cook; still another was tattooed from head to foot.  
Then the lights came on, and the group learned that 
the extreme athlete was in a wheelchair; the 
tattooed individual was a professor; the heavy metal 
artist was dressed in a suit, etc. 
 
Each was then asked to reach under their chair, 
where they found a can with various familiar 
symbols (Coke, Pepsi, for example), but no words. 
While they recognized the product from the symbol, 
they learned how easily we judge people, without 
knowing anything about them. 

 
Across the screen came 
the words, 'Labels are for 
cans, not for people.' 
 
We learn that within 
seven seconds of 

seeing a person, we 
form our opinion 

about them. 
 

These days, labeling people, groups, nations, 
religions and classes seems to be a favorite pastime.  
The sad fact is that most labeling has a negative 
aspect to it. There is often a 'they,' or 'them,' 'other,' 
'those people,' or 'that group,' with a tendency to 
separate ourselves from 'them.'   
 
Everyday things happen, where we need to ask 
again and again, 'what is our faithful response to 
what has happened, to labeling, to all the 'them' 
issues of this twenty-first century? What does our 
faith ask of us as we deal with, live through, 
confront such conversations, at work and school, 
yes, even when we're with family or friends. Our 
faith teaches us that we are all children of the Living 
God; persons with self-wor th, integrity and the right 
to be accepted for whomever we are.  We don't have 
to agree with every word which comes out of a 
person's mouth, nor all of their actions, but we are 
taught to accept them as part of the human family. 
 

Some years ago, 
while attending 
Family Camp at our 
Moon Beach Camp, 
St. Germaine, the 
program director, on the 
first night of our being together said, 
'This week we don't want you to tell your occupation to 
anyone, until the final day.' The point being that often 
we label people, or box them in, by their occupation 
and judge them accordingly.  One group of occupations 
is placed on a higher pedestal than other occupations. 

 
As the week went along, everyone 

refrained from sharing their 
occupation, until the last evening. 
One gentleman, who is a barber 

had befriended another 'family 
camper,' mostly because of their 
common interest in tennis. Each day 

they played tennis, during the afternoon free time. When 
the barber learned that his tennis buddy was an attorney 
he said, 'if I had known you were an attorney, I would 
have been intimidated and our friendship would never 
have happened.' There was no labeling as to occupation 
or income, background or political bent. Labels, whether 
they be occupational, political, religious, financial, tend to 
divide people. Skin color, or hair style, clothing, accent or 
language tends to separate person from person. 
 
Labels are for cans and not people. 
 

 

Habitat for Humanity   
Mary Ann Proffitt 
 

Diane McGeen, the 
Executive Director w ill be 
here on Sunday, July 10th  to 
share what their mission and purpose is in our 
community and will take a special offering so they 
can continue helping deserving families make home 
ownership a reality.  
 

We need your help!  WeȭÌÌ be working  on the 327 

Bethesda Ct site on Saturday, August 6th  beginning at 
9am until 4 pm. This will be the new home of our 
wonderful office manager Brigette Unger  and her 
family. Please sign-up at the Hospitality table to 
participate for the morning, the afternoon or both. 
 

Our very generous 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 
will also be coordinating lunch for all the volunteers on 
the work  day, so if you plan to work, please make sure 
to sign-up so they know how many to make lunch for.  
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July Notes from the Sunday school set  
Mary Ann Proffitt, Christian Ed Director 

 
Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ 3Ï #ÏÏÌ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ  

 
. . .  has started for the 
summer!  We had 15 kids 
last Sunday! What a great 
way to start the summer off! 
If you would like to know 
what the kids are learning 
and what movies we are 
watching, a full schedule is 
listed below 
and printed 
copies are 
available at 
the welcome 

table!  The summer program is open to 
kids going into 1st through 6th grade.  
 
Preschoolers/Kindergarteners are 
asked to attend child care if not in 
church with their parents.  Pastor Bob  
will also be coming upstairs every 
Sunday this summer starting June 26th 
to do a short children's message before 
our lesson.  And, he will do the 
children's message on Family Sunday 
in July & August.  Come & see what he 
has planned!   

Vacation Bible School  

 

Monday, July 18th  to Friday July 22 nd from 6 to 8 pm 
wit h a family night pot luck on Friday night!  Our 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰDeep Sea Discovery ɀ 
God is with me wherever I go!ȱ  Itȭs going to be 
great fun to learn more stories from the Bible, life 
lessons & have a whole lot of fun with this 
underwater theme!! Registration forms and flyers 
are now available at the welcome table or upstairs 
in Sunday school. Please share these forms with 
your family, neighbors & friends!  Everyone is 
welcome & itȭs FREE!!!  

 
Vacation Bible School  ɀ We need your help!  

 

Please check your calendar and let Mary Ann 
Proffitt  know if you are interested in helping!  It 
should be a lot of fun for all! 
 

As always if you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact me.  God bless you all. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Care   
 

Childcare is available during the 
church service for all children  
ages 3 & under in the room 
across from  the Elevator.  
 

All adult helpers have had a 
background check & are assisted 
by another adult or a High School student. 
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Youth Group News 
Mary Ann Proffitt 

 

Fourth of July Parade Float  
 

To help celebrate the 150 th anniversary  of our church, 
the youth and other 
members of the 
congregation are 
making a float for the 
4th of July parade. 
Thank you to all of 
those that have 
volunteered their time 
for the float already!!! A 
huge thank you to Mark Maile  for donating the use of his 
trailer, Diane & Donny Backler  for the use of their 
garage for storage of the float, Bud Bessler for his 
wonderful design drawings and Greg Proffitt  for 
engineering the base of the float!  The youth will also be 
interviewing senior members of our church to make a 
video for the dinner in November.  We will be asking 
Sunday school students to ride on the float and the youth 
and adults to walk along side to pass out flyers and candy.   
 
Help with Vacation Bible School  

 

Monday, July 18th  
- Friday, July 22nd Ɇ 
6 - 8 pm  
 

The youth are 
encouraged to sign 

up to help with VBS!  This can also count for confirmation 
volunteer hours.  Sign-up sheets are located on the 
welcome table!      
 

Mount Olympus ɀ Wisconsin Dells Trip  

 
Tuesday, August 2nd 
We Ȭll meet at church at 
8:00 am and return to 
church at 8:30 pm.  
 

I was able to get an on-
line deal for 30 tickets 
for $10 each! So that 
will be the cost of the 
trip. Lunch is on your 
own and the youth group fund will pay for our dinner. 
7ÅȭÌÌ ÅÁÔ ÐÉÚÚÁ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $ÅÌÌÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÈÏÍÅȢ  
The park does not let us bring food in but I have to find 
out yet if they have a picnic area outside where we 
could eat a packed lunch. Friends are always welcome! 
Sign up at the welcome table as soon as possible.   

Weekend Mission Trip  
 

Friday, August 19 th  through Sunday, August 21 st.   
 

Friday, as part of the 
mission weekend, the 
youth will be putting 
together stock boxes 
for the Hunger Task 
Force in Milwaukee by 
the airport. We need 
15-20 people and need 
1 adult per 3-4 youth.  We will be meeting at the 
church at noon and will be working there from 1-
4pm.  PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING!! If we do not 
have enough people we cannot do this!! I am 
currently planning a variety of other volunteer 
opportunities for the students and they will also be 
doing the Sunday service on August 21st.   
 
 

National Youth Event  

 

Pastor Bob & his daughter, 
Sarah, will be attending the 
National Youth Conference in 
Florida this year in July.   

 
 

Next youth group meeting  

 

Sunday, July 17th  ɆρπȡσπÁÍ 
 
Youth group meetings are for 
students 7th grade through high 
school. The meetings are to 
plan events/mission work etc. 
and are typically held the 3rd 
Sunday of every month. All are 
welcome . . . invite your friends!  
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7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ Fellowship  
Sue Manzke, President 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Happy Fourth of July!!!  &ÒÏÍ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȦȦ  
Enjoy and be safe! 
 

First of all, we would like to thank the Trustees for 
taking care of our on-going water/faucet/valve issue.  
We are very happy!   
 
Chair & Table Cleaning  
 

Toni and Ron Knutson are 
heading up a group of people 
cleaning the chairs and tables 
in the fellowship space on 
Sunday, July 24th . We hope 
to get them all done that day . 

. . since we purchased two commercial steamers. You 
will see . . . they will sparkle!!! 
 

Ham Supper & Shoparama 

 
Will take place on Saturday, 
October 8 th . (No Badger Game 
that day). Please mark your 
calendar for this great event! 
 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ 

 
Will  be held on Saturday, November 5 th  . . . We are 

really happy to announce that Mary Kuenning Gross 

will be our speaker. sharing   on 

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÄÉÄ ) ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕȟ Á ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅÒȩȱ 

Welcoming refugees in the age of 

uncertainty. 3ÈÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÉÎÇ 

questions like: What are the causes 

of global migration? What is the role 

of the church in welcoming refugees 

today? What is a faithful response? 

Join an interactive 

discussion, including 

Bible study; applying a 

faith perspective to U.S. 

immigration history 

and our ancestral 

immigration stories.  

Thank you  

 

Once again we would like 
to thank all of those who 
helped out with Pastor 
'ÒÏÓÓȭ -ÅÁÌ 4ÒÁÉÎȦȦȦ 
I know he and the family were very thankful!!  
Unpacking is a horrible chore so hopefully the ready- 
made meals made their life a bit easier!! 
 

Next Meeting  

 
Our next meeting is Monday , 
August 1st at 6:30 pm. All of 
you ladies are welcome . . . 
just come!!!  We would also 
ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÏÕÒ ȰÎÅ× 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒȱ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȢ  
Our meeting lasts about 1 ½ hours including some sort 
of wonderful dessert!!!  So try us out!  There is no 
obligation to come again, but I think you would enjoy 
yourself and getting to know other ladies of the church!! 
 

 

Circle of Friends Quilt Group  
Heidi Pagel 

 
All are welcome to join us for some 
quilting time together. Contact 
Heidi Pagel  at 262-894-9007 or 
pagel.heidi@gmail.com  for details 
about meeting dates/times! 
 

Senior Breakfast  
Rosemary Riemer 

 

All retirees are welcome to join 
us and bring a friend to the 
Sunset Family Restaurant on 
the 2nd Monday of every month. 
Our next meeting is Monday, 
July 11th  at 8:30am!  
 

Loaves and Fishes 
 
We are scheduled to serve 
on Sunday, July 3rd  from  
1 ɀ 3 pm at the Hope 
Center. There is a sign-up 
sheet at the Hospitality 
Table for help with serving 
& providing donations of cake & milk.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity & help. 

mailto:pagel.heidi@gmail.com
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Family Fun Time Events  
Greg and Mary Ann Proffitt 
 

Book Club 
 

Tuesday, July 5th  

at 6:30pm at church  
 
7ÅȭÌÌ be discussing the book 
"The Life We Bury  " by Allen Eskens. ȰCollege student 
Joe Talbert has the modest goal of completing a writing 
assignment for an English class. His task is to interview a 
stranger and write a brief biography of the person. With 
deadlines looming, Joe heads to a nearby nursing home 
to find a willing subject. There he meets Carl Iverson, 
and soon nothing in Joe's life is ever the same. Carl is a 
dying Vietnam veteran--and a convicted murderer. With 
only a few months to live, he has been medically paroled 
to a nursing home, after spending thirty years in prison 
for the crimes of rape and murder. 
 
As Joe writes about Carl's life, especially Carl's valor in 
Vietnam, he cannot reconcile the heroism of the soldier 
with the despicable acts of the convict. Joe, along with 
his skeptical female neighbor, throws himself into 
uncovering the truth, but he is hamstrung in his efforts 
by having to deal with his dangerously dysfunctional 

mother, the guilt of leaving his 
autistic brother vulnerable, and a 
haunting childhood memory. 
  
Thread by thread, Joe unravels 
ÔÈÅ ÔÁÐÅÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ #ÁÒÌȭÓ 
conviction. But as he and Lila 

dig deeper into the 
circumstances of the crime, the 

stakes grow higher. Will Joe discover the 
ÔÒÕÔÈ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÉÔȭÓ Ôoo late to escape the fallÏÕÔȩȱ Come & 
enjoy an evening of discussion, dessert & a lot of fun!  All 
are welcome & please invite a friend! 
 
Crafter's Corner  

 
Saturday, July 16th from  
9am to 8:30pm at church.  
 

Bring your favorite crafts & 
join in an afternoon of 
fellowship & fun!  The theme for food this time is picnic 
food.  Please sign up to bring a dish to pass such as 
fruit, chips & dip, veggie tray, pasta salads, baked 
beans, potato salad, condiments (ketchup, mustard, 
relish, chopped onions), desserts or snacks.  Hot dogs & 
burgers will be provided.  Invite a friend or two & come 
for lunch or stay for the whole day!  All are welcome! 

Hot dog Roast at the Dowlingȭs 

 
Saturday, August 27 th  from 6pm  to ? 

 
You are invited by the Dowlings  
to join in some campfire 
fellowship at 1801 Madison St, 
WaukeshaȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÅÎÊÏÙ Á hot 
ÄÏÇ ÒÏÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÓȭÍÏÒÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
campfire!  The $Ï×ÌÉÎÇȭÓ will 
provide beverages (both 
grown up and children's) and the fixings for s'mores.  
Sign-up to bring a dish to pass such as baked beans, 
hot dog buns, pasta or potato salad, cheese & 
crackers, taco dip, fruit, veggies/ dip, chips/ dip, 
ketchup/mustard/relish/onions or  cookies/brownies. 
Sign-up sheet is located at the welcome table.  Also 
please bring lawn chairs if you have them!  Don't miss 
out on some great food and fun!   
 
 

Community Outreach  
Ruth Ann Krause, Kris & Dan DeKarske 

 
The School Supply drive 
for the Backpack Coalition 
in Waukesha County has 
started and will run 
through August 1st.  

 
High Demand Items   
Pens (red, blue, black) 
Pencils (#2 or mechanical) 
Dry Erase Markers 
Markers (thick) 
Colored Pencils 
Crayola Crayons 
Glue Sticks   Paper (loose leaf, wide) 
Note Books (1 or 3 subj.) Composition Notebook 
1-inch Binder Folders (plastic) 
Folders (prongs) Scissors (Blunt & Sharp) 

 
Extra Items  
Ruler (plastic) Protractors 
Highlighters  3x5 Note Cards 
Pink Erasers  Pencil Bags 
Binder Dividers (8) Graph Paper 
 
 

 

August 28 th  will be our Community Outreach D ay.  
Specific details will be available at a later date . . . please 
watch your bulletin for details. We are planning to get 
an outside speaker for that day.  Plus, wÅȭll have 
information at the Host Table on all the organizations 
our church supports. 


