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On the journey  . . . 
Rev. Dr. Bob Gross OCC 
 
 
 

Showers of blessing! Someone asked if it was cold having 
that ÂÕÃËÅÔ ÏÆ ÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÐÏÕÒÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÍÅȢ ) ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ.Ïȟ ÉÔ 
ÃÈÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÌȢȱ -Ù ÈÅÁÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÖÅÒÆÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 
with warmth. I was warmed by all those who took up my 
challenge to fill every seat in the 
sanctuary for worship. There were 178 
persons with us in worship. Some of 
whom, were those you invited. More 
than anything, that warmed my heart. It 
ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
extravagant welcome and sharing this 
congregation is important to you. We 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÆÉÌÌ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÅÁÔȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÄÉÄ ÓÅÔ Á 
record foÒ Á ȰÒÅÇÕÌÁÒȱ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ 
more than worth a temporary chill. 
 

Upon seeing one of the photos taken 
of me getting doused with ice water, 
someone commented that it 
reminded him of the stained glass 
×ÉÎÄÏ× ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
sanctuary. If this photo reminds you 
of Jesus, thanks be to God.  
 

After a quick change, I was in the 
Fellowship with everyone else, 
sipping some warm coffee, while Erik 
Olson was making a presentation 
about some stained glass windows of 
a different kind.  For centuries, the 
church has used stained glass to tell 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌȢ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏ 
different in our sanctuary. Over time, 
however, technology has changed. No 
longer do stained glass windows have 
to be static. They can be full of bright color and able to 
change with the click of a mouse. I am talking about 
electronic video displays (or TV screens). Our current 
ÓÃÒÅÅÎÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ 
upgrade to a system that will function immensely better 
while being physically smaller and less obtrusive.  

                                                 
1 Piazza, Michael, Vital Vintage Church: How Traditional 
Congregations Thrive, Copyright © 2016 Michael S. Piazza, p. 41. 

 
 
 
Why do this? Let me quote an older gentleman who 
provided funds for his 150-year-old sanctuary in 
-ÉÎÎÅÓÏÔÁ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÖÉÄÅÏ ÓÃÒÅÅÎÓȟ Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÍÙ 
grandkids to come back to church, and every time I see 

them their face is buried in a 
screen of some sort. When I 
was a kid my face was buried 
in a book. The world has 
changed, and the church 
ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȢȱ )Æ 
we are serious about 
welcoming others we need to 
find ways to communicate 
with them in the way they 
need to hear/see/learn/feel 
the Gospel.1 
 
I commend the Church 
Council for their leadership 
on this endeavor. Yes, it will 
cost a lot of money. Total 
expenses for this project will 
come in somewhere just shy 
of $40,000. The Council, and 
)ȟ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ 
worth making. I hope that 
you will support this effort 
with your vote on June 5th 
and with whatever financial 
support you can provide. 
Gifts have already come in. 
Will you add your support? 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ Á ÂÉÔ ÏÆ 
sticker shock right now, you 

are not alone. Know this, it only feels cold for a little 
×ÈÉÌÅȢ 3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌȟ ÅØÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅØÔÒÁÖÁÇÁÎÔ 
welcome will warm you from the inside out. Others just 
might look at your action and be reminded of Jesus. Let 
the showers of blessing come. Thanks be to God!  

Photo Credit to Terry Sasse 
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Take time to enjoy God's Creation  
Ralph Schultz, Minister of Visitation 

 
What is truth? Is truth today the same as it was 
years ago? 
 
Each year Cynthia and I place a Christmas wreath 
outside in the front of our house.  About the time we're 
thinking of taking it down, (after we get back from 
Florida) we notice that a bird has built a nest in the 
wreath.  For several years, it was a mourning dove, this 
year a robin. Well . . . some unnamed person took the 
wreath down several weeks ago, only to find that the 
robin had built a 
nest at the top of 
the wreath and 
sadly a beautiful 
blue egg rolled out, 
onto our lawn.  I 
put the egg back on 
the nest and re-
hung the wreath. 
 

I recall hearing, years ago, that once an egg has been 
removed from the nest, the mother abandons it.  
Happily, the mother bird was seen on top of the nest 
day after day, that is until the last several days. No 
mother robin. So this morning, I reached up only to 
feel the abandoned blue egg. 
 

The fact shared years ago, apparently is still true. 
 

Also true, is the fact that God has given us a beautiful 
creation, in so many forms.  Now that spring and summer 
are here (maybe?!?), let's take the time to re-discover the 
truth of God's marvelous creation.  How about a walk on a 
trail, stopping to look closely at the flowers, noticing the 
colors, the shapes of the petals . . . How about spending 
some time along a river or lake, marveling at their 
mystery . . .  Are there fish or frogs hiding in that water? 
How about the beautiful sunsets we enjoy in Wisconsin? 

And don't forget to 
notice the children, 
another part of 
God's creation, 
playing in that park 
or a yard near your 
home. Notice the 
simplicity of what 
they're enjoying.  

Have we lost the ability to enjoy some of those simple 
things, or no longer take the time to play or look? 
 

The truth is that God is still good and God's marvelous 
creation, including people, is still good.  Take time, 
these days, to enjoy. 

Community Outreach  
Ruth Ann Krause, Kris & Dan DeKarske 

 
Riverwalk for Cancer   
 

The Community Outreach 
Committee wishes to thank all 
those who participated &/or 
donated in the ProHealth 
RiverWalk for Cancer at 
Frame Park on May 7th. The 
following people were on our 

E & R team: Trish Bakalars, John Bakalars, Kristi 
Davis, Alyssa DeKarske Knutson & Avery, Bobbie 
Werning, Jenn & Chris Wray & Allison, Mary Ann 
Proffitt  and Kristine DeKarske .  We know our 
support made a difference in the lives of our friends, 
neighbors and family in our community as they face a 
Cancer diagnosis. 
 
The School Supply drive  for the Backpack Coalition 
in Waukesha County will be starting in June and run 
through mid-August.  
 

High Demand Items   
Pens (red, blue, black) 
Pencils (#2 or mechanical) 
Dry Erase Markers 
Markers (thick) 
Colored Pencils 
Crayola Crayons 
Glue Sticks 
Paper (loose leaf, wide) 
Note Books (1 or 3 subj.) 
Composition Notebook 
1-inch Binder 
Folders (plastic 
Folders (prongs) 
Scissors (Blunt & Sharp) 

 
Extra Item s 
Ruler (plastic) 
Protractors 
Highlighters 
3X5 Note Cards 
Pink Erasers 
Pencil Bags 
Binder Dividers (8) 
Graph Paper 

 
 
 

August  28 th  will be our neighborhood picnic . More 
information  coming soon.  
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June Notes  
from the Sunday school  set  
Mary Ann Proffitt, Christian Ed Director 
 

We have finished another year and I would like to say... 
Thanks to all the teachers, 
shepherds and Ms. Frieda for all 
their time spent helping the kids 
learn the stories of the Bible 
through art, games, song, science, 

drama, storytelling, computers and video!  You all have 
special talents and thank you for sharing them with us! 
 

Thanks also to the parents for bringing your 
children to Sunday school!  Your children are 
awesome and you should all be proud of them!  
(ÁÖÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÕÓȦ  
#ÏÍÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ 3Ï #ÏÏÌ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ 
and Vacation Bible School!  See reminders below!   
 
Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ 3Ï #ÏÏÌ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ 

starts June 12th  & ends August 14 th . 
See full schedule below! The 
summer program is open to kids 
going into 1st-6th grade. 
Preschoolers/Kindergarteners are 
asked to attend child care if not in 
church with their parents. 

Vacation Bible School  

Monday, July 18th  to Friday July 22 nd from 6 to 8 pm 
wit h a family night pot luck on Friday night!  Our 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰDeep Sea Discovery ɀ 
God is with me wherever I go"!   Itȭs going to be 
great fun to learn more stories from the Bible, life 
lessons & have a whole lot of fun with this 
underwater theme!! Registration forms are now 
available at the welcome table or upstairs in Sunday 
school. Please share these forms with your family, 
neighbors & friends!  Everyone is welcome &itȭs 
FREE!!! Weȭll also need lots of help so please check 
your calendar and look for the signup sheets to get 
involved!  It should be a lot of fun for all!! 

Sunday, June 12 ɀ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ 3Ï #ÏÏÌ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ 
Monday, July 18 - Friday, July 22  ɀ Vacation Bible School 
ɀ Deep Sea Discovery (God Is with Me Wherever I Go!) 
Pick up a flier & registration form today or look on our 
website!  Invite your friends!  Ages 3-13.   
 

As always if you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me.  God bless you all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child Care   
 

Childcare is available during the 
church service for all children  
ages 3 & under in the room 
across from  the Elevator.  
 

All adult helpers have had a 
background check & are assisted 
by another adult or a High School student. 
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Youth Group News 
Mary Ann Proffitt 
 

Church Rummage 
 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped with the 
Rummage Sale in May!! 
The rummage sale is 
going on now as I write 
this so I do not have a 
number yet as to how 

much we made.  I would like to thank all those who 
donated items, helped set up, sell and clean up!!  
Without all of you, we would not have been able to 
do this.  All money will go to the youth for mission 
work and fun events.   Thank you and we will see if 
we can make this a yearly event! 
 

Fourth of July Parade Float  
 

To help celebrate the 150 th  anniversary  of our church, 
the youth and 
other members of 
the congregation, 
will be making a 
float for the 4th of 
July parade.  
Planning for the 
float is ongoing 
and construction 
will begin soon!  
Thank you to all of those that have volunteered their 
time for the float already!!! The youth will also be 
updating a historical board on the youth of the church 
then and now and interviewing senior members of our 
church to make a video for the dinner in November. 
 

Help with Vacation Bible School  
 

Monday, July 18th  - Friday, July 22nd Ɇ φ - 8 pm  
 

The youth are 
encouraged to sign up 
to help with VBS this 
summer!  This can 
also count for 
confirmation 
volunteer hours.  

Sign-up sheets are located on the welcome table!      
 

 

Mount Olympu s ɀ Wisconsin Dells Trip  
 

Tuesday, August 2nd 
We Ȭll meet at church 
at 8:00 am and 
return to church at 
8:30 pm.  
 

I was able to get an 
on-line deal for 30 
tickets for $10 each! 
So that will be the 
cost of the trip. 

Lunch is on your own and the youth group fund will 
pay for our dinner. 7ÅȭÌÌ ÅÁÔ ÐÉÚÚÁ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ 
the Dells to come home.  The park does not let us 
bring food in but I have to find out yet if they have a 
picnic area outside where we could eat a packed 
lunch. Friends are always welcome! Sign up at the 
welcome table.   
 

Weekend Mission Trip  
 

Fri day, August 19 th  through Sunday, August 21 st.   
 

Local activities are 
being planned for 
the youth mission 
weekend. The youth 
will stay over-night 
Friday at church 
through Saturday 
and will go bowling 
Friday night. They 
will also do the Sunday service. More information 
to come but put the dates on your calendar now!   
 

Next youth group meeting  
 

Sunday, June 19th  ɆρπȡσπÁÍ 
 

Youth group meetings are 
for students 7th grade 
through high school. The 
meetings are to plan 
events/mission work etc. 
and are typically held the 
3rd Sunday of every month. 
All are welcome . . . invite 
your friends!  

 
 



Evangelical & Reformed United Church of Christ, 413 Wisconsin Ave, Waukesha, WI 53186 Page 5 
 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ Fellowship  
Sue Manzke, President 

 

 
 

Spring Fling   

 
Thank you from 
Pat Kruse  to all 
the committee 
members and 
volunteers who 
helped with the Spring Fling event.  I have heard so 
many positive things and I couldn't have done it 
without ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ help! 
  

&ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 

 
We will once again be doing  
our usual Ice Cream Social on 
&ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ June 19th .  Ice cream 
with lots of toppings along with 
our other usual treats. Be sure to 
bring those Dads on June 19th! 
 

Ham Supper 
 

Scheduled for October 8 th. That is a 
BYE week for the Badgers . . . so we 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔÓȢ  Letters 
are going out for the Vendors in the 
next week or so.  Mark your 
ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ 
it. Please feel free to invite your 
friends and relatives 

 

 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ 
 

Plans are currently 
being made for a 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ on 
November  5th . Watch 
your bulletin and 
newsletter for more 
news coming soon. You 
will be able to invite 
your relatives and friends to come also. 
 

 

Next Meeting  
 

Will be June 6th, 2016 at 
6:30 pm.   Please feel free 
to join us. We welcome 
any new faces. There is 
also a delicious treat at 
each meeting! 
 

 

Circle of Friends Quilt Group  
Heidi Pagel 

 
All are welcome to join us for some 
quilting time together. Contact 
Heidi Pagel  at 262-894-9007 or 
pagel.heidi@gmail.com  for 
details about meeting dates/times! 
 

Senior Breakfast  
Rosemary Riemer 

 

All retirees are welcome to join 
us and bring a friend to the 
Sunset Family Restaurant on 
the 2nd Monday of every month. 
Our next meeting is Monday, 
June 13th  at 8:30am!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AM Choir  
Rueck Ruecktenwald 

 
The AM choir will be 
singing ȰDear Lord and 
&ÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ -ÁÎËÉÎÄȱ on 
Sunday, June 12 th ,  
Come join the group to 
ÓÈÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 
music to sing this hymn.  
The congregation is 
welcome to join us on verse 5 (Hymn #470).  The final 
prelude piece will be this hymn so singers hear it 
before we sing. 

 

    July Trumpet Articles  

           are due on or before  

Monday, June 20th !  

mailto:pagel.heidi@gmail.com

